Snakebite has been a major cause of mortality across the tropical countries including Indian subcontinent. The present review deals with the enormous amount of ethnobotanical work performed in the last few years involving use of different plants against snakebite in Indian subcontinent (India, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Nepal). From a variety of literature sources the data has been compiled mentioning the plants, parts used, dosage, mode of administration, name of the ethnic communities, geographical locations etc. depending on the availability of information.
Introduction
Since time immemorial human society has developed amidst with the plant-life (De, 1980) . The importance of community-based ethnobotanical knowledge is ever-increasing for designing strategies for sustainable use and conservation of plant wealth, appropriate drugs and dose-illness relationship (Poonam and Singh, 2009 ). Snakebite, a medical emergency encountered in the tropics and estimated 35,000 to 50,000 people die of snakebite every year in India . The common poisonous snakes found in India are Cobra (Naja naja), Krait (Bangarus caeruleus), Russell's viper (Daboia russelli) and Saw-scaled viper (Echis carinatus) (Bawaskar, 2004; Brunda and Sashidhar, 2007) . Cases of snakebite have been reported from India (Bhat, 1974; Chug, 1989) . Some ethnobotanicals have been confirmed to have snake venom neutralizing properties (Borges et al., 2005) . Medicinal plants and plant based natural products have been reported to possess anti venomous properties assayed in laboratories and correlating them with ethnopharmacological studies (Soares et al., 2005) . Natural inhibitors of snake venoms have been reported by Sánchez and Rodríguez-Acosta (2008) . Certain compounds such as β-sitosterol, stigmasterol (Gomes et al., 2007; Nirmal et al., 2008) , isolated from plants were found to be effective against snake venom. Inhibition of Naja kaouthia venom activities by plant polyphenols was reported by Pithayanukul et al., 2005. Some plants used for snake venom neutralization traditionally have been tested pharmacologically for their anti snake venom efficacy. Folk plants against snakebites in Southern part of Tamilnadu, India, have been surveyed by Samy et al. (2008) . Anti snake venom botanicals from ethnomedicine and their pharmacological and clinical studies have been reported by Selvanayagam et al. (1994 Selvanayagam et al. ( ,1995 . Pharmacolgical evaluation of Bangladeshi medicinal plants has been reviewed by Rahman et al. (2001) with some reports on plants used against snakebite.
Leaf juice is applied locally by the tribes of Malkangiri district of Orissa, India (Prusti and Behera, 2007a ).The species is also being used as an antidote to snakebite by the Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India (Singh et al., 2010) . About three drops of latex are put on the snake bitten area and pressed downward to bleed by the local medicine men of Bhadra wildlife sanctuary, Maland region of Western Ghats, India (Parinitha et al., 2004) . Use of latex is also being reported against snakebite in the Indian desert of Rajasthan . Bheel community of central India prescribes root extract two cups a day (Kadel and Jain, 2008) . Flower powder is mixed with black pepper and taken in snakebites by the villagers in Kumaragiri hills of Salem district of Tamilnadu, India (Alagesaboopathi, 2009 ). The plant is reported against snakebite in a survey of indigenous knowledge of folk medicine by the women of Kalat and Khuzdar regions of Balochistan, Pakistan (Tareen et al., 2010) . Leaves and roots are used by the folk medicinal healers in villages adjoining the Ghaghot, Bangali and Padma rivers of Bangladesh (Rahmatullah et al., 2010b A. indica has been described as an important ethnobotanical remedy against snakebite (Dey and De, 2011a) . Gond Tribe of Naoradehi wild life sanctuary, Madhya Pradesh, India uses leaf paste externally. They also use roots and eat leaves for the same purpose (Tiwari and Yadav, 2003) . Fresh or shade dried leaves are crushed with Piper nigrum to make pills, two of which are taken internally twice a day by the traditional people of Bidar district, Karnataka, India (Prashantkumar and Vidyasagar, 2006) . Leaf and root paste is applied by the rural people of Kanyakumari district, Tamil Nadu, India (Jeeva et al., 2006a) . Root paste with paste of seven long peppers is prescribed as an antidote by the tribals of Purulia district, West Bengal, India (Chakraborty and Bhattacharjee, 2006) . The juice of fresh root is given in snakebite by the tribes of Malkangiri district of Orissa, India (Prusti and Behera, 2007a) . Root paste is applied by the villagers in Kumaragiri hills of Salem district of Tamilnadu, India (Alagesaboopathi, 2009 ). Roots are chewed to destroy snake poison in Jessore district of Bangladesh (Nawaz et al., 2009 ). This plant is used by the kavirajes (local medical practitioners) within Bagerhat Sadar upazilla of Bagerhat district and Bagha upazilla of Rajshahi district, Bangladesh (Mollik et al., 2010) . Root is used by the kavirajes of Balidha village in Jessore district, Bangladesh (Rahmatullah et al., 2010d) . Whole plant is used in snakebite by the folk medicinal practitioners of Station Purbo Para village of Jamalpur Sadar Upazila in Jamalpur district, Bangladesh. The plant is kept in the home or tied to the body to prevent snakes from biting. Juice is given to snake-bitten patients (Rahmatullah et al., 2010e) . Leaf and root are used by the folk medicinal practitioners in three villages of Natore and Rajshahi districts, Bangladesh (Rahmatullah et al., 2010f) . Malasar tribe in Coimbatore District of Tamil Nadu (South India) uses it against snakebite (Venkataswamy et al., 2010 Seed powder moistened in water is applied in the snake bitten area by the Jaintia tribal community of Meghalaya, Northeast India (Jaiswal, 2010) . It is also a folk herbal remedy of the Khasi community of Meghalaya (Dolui et al., 2004) . 
Amaranthus viridis

Clitoria ternatea L.
Vernacular names: U-misyntiew (Khasi and Jaintia of Meghalaya, India); Gokari/Aparajita (Rewa district, Madhya Pradesh, India); Aparajita (Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India) Root powder (1 teaspoonful) mixed with ghee is taken orally immediately after snakebite as a folk herbal remedy of Khasi people in Meghalaya. It is also taken with milk or turmeric juice (Dolui et al., 2004) . Root powder mixed with milk is taken orally immediately after snakebite by the Jaintia tribal community of Meghalaya, Northeast India (Jaiswal, 2010) . Root powder is also given in snakebite by the tribes of Rewa district, Madhya Pradesh, India (Shukla et al., 2010) . Roots are used by the Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India (Singh et al., 2010) . Bark is used as an antidote to snakebite by the people of western Mizoram, India (Lalfakzuala et al., 2007) . Leaf paste with Leucas aspera and a seed of pepper prepared with ghee is applied on the snake-bitten area by the people of NR Pura taluk in Chikmagalur district of Karnataka, India (Prakasha et al., 2010 
Mimosa pudica L.
Vernacular names: Thottasiniki (Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu, India); Chhuimui/Lajwanti (Chatara block, district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India); Yikira tera (Lotha-Naga tribes of Wokha district, Nagaland, India) The plant is used against snake poison by the traditional users in Villupuram district of Tamil Nadu, India. Root is popularly used against cobra bite by snake charmers and Bejs (Sankaranarayanan et al., 2010) . Roots are also used by the Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India (Singh et al., 2010) . Leaf paste is used by the Lotha-Naga tribes of Wokha district, Nagaland, India (Jamir et al., 2010).
Mucuna pruriens (L.) DC.
Vernacular name: Kevanch (Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India) The plant is used by the Chatara block of district Sonebhadra, Uttar Pradesh, India (Singh et al., 2010) .
Tamarindus indica L.
Vernacular name: Chinch (Jalgaon district, Maharastra, India) Plant powder is used by the aboriginals of Jalgaon district, Maharastra, India. To treat snakebite, spoonful powder with honey is consumed thrice a day after every two hours (Pawar and Patil, 2007 
Sida rhombifolia L.
Vernacular name: Sohbyrthit rit (Khasi and Jaintia community of Meghalaya, India) Root (50 g) and leaves (50 g ) and black pepper (2-3) are ground to make a paste and taken orally and also applied locally in snakebite as a folk herbal remedy of Khasi community of Meghalaya, India (Dolui et al., 2004) . Paste of root and leaves and black pepper is taken orally and also applied locally in snakebite by the Jaintia tribal community of Meghalaya. (Jaiswal, 2010 
Ficus racemosa L.
Seed cake is traditionally used by the people of Madhya Pradesh, India. A few drops of its decoction are put into the nostrils, resulting into vomiting and relief (Srivastava and Pandey, 2006) . Bark paste is applied over the injury as a part of indigenous healthcare practices in Udaipur district, Rajasthan, India (Nag et al., 2007) . Root and fruit are used by the folk medicinal practitioners in three areas of Pirojpur District, Bangladesh. Root juice is mixed with 250 ml water and 100 ml mustard oil. First, Ammonium chloride is rubbed on the snake bitten area and then the mixture of root juice, water and oil is given orally. Otherwise, 1 handful of fruit is boiled in ½ litre of water. The fruits are then squeezed to get the juice, which is orally given to the snakebitten person to vomit out the poison (Rahmatullah et al., 2010g) . Further investigation of crude extracts and purified compounds may lead to the discovery of active biomolecules having therapeutic potential. The ethnobotanical wealth of Indian subcontinent can serve as a rich source of herbal drugs which can be exploited in future drug discovery programmes. India with a heritage of plant resources and diversified aboriginal cultures provides an interesting ground for work (De, 1968) . To conserve this rich folklore, public and governmental recognition of the use of these medicinal plants is of utmost importance (Rahmatullah et al., 2010a) . It is also evident that certain plants become more useful when applied in combination with some other plants (Dey and De, 2010b) . Synergistic interaction among plants and compounds present in the crude extracts could be the major factor responsible for pharmacological efficacy of ethnomedicinal preparations. Apart from the direct use of the plants, some customs and beliefs persist among tribal communities. Raika pastoralists of Rajasthan associated with camel husbandry believe that a cotton thread around the neck of a snake bitten camel is a local custom (Tripathi and Rajput, 2006) .
Conclusion
World Health Organization (WHO) documented that 80% of world population rely on plant based medicines for their primary healthcare. If this tribal knowledge of medicinal plants is evaluated and utilized scientifically, mankind will be benefited with the use of herbal drugs as part of their regular healthcare practices. Several medical emergencies like snakebite can be dealt with pharmacological investigations of the folklore. Many countries have started documentation, cultivation, scientific evaluation and sustainable utilization of medicinal flora used by traditional people. It is high time for us to exercise and propagate our ethnic knowledge against human mortality and morbidity.
